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BOOK REVIEWS. 

The Silesian Horseherd. Questions of the Hour Answered by Friedrich Max 
Mailer. Translated from the German by Oscar A. Fechter. With a Pref- 
ace by J. Estlin Carpenter, M. A. New York, London, and Bombay 
LoDgmans, Green, and Co. 1903. Pages, ix, 220. Price, (1. 20. 
Our readers may remember an editorial essay which appeared in The Monist, 
Vol. 8, No. 1, page 123, October, 1897, under the title "Prof. Max Miiller's Theory 
of the Self." It was a discussion of the Brahman theory of the atman with which 
Prof. Max Muller became acquainted in his study of the Upanishads and which 
he adopted as the corner-stone of his own philosophy. It is what may be briefly 
described as a theory of a soul in itself. The atman or the self is the real doer. 
Not the eyes see, but the atman through the eyes, not the feet walk, but the atman 
utilises the feet, not the hands work but the atman through the hands, not the mind 
thinks but the atman behind the mind. This atman is immutable and eternal. It 
is the real soul, and such an atman is supposed to reside in all things. Not the sun 
shines, but the atman behind the sun, — in a word it is the personification of things 
as things-in-themselves, and they are supposed to be the real thing. 

Max Muller had written an essay on "Celsus" the well-known critic of the 
early Christians, a learned pagan whose books are known only through the Church- 
father Origen. This essay was written in a liberal spirit and elicited a reply in a 
private letter from a German- American farmer who signed himself "Das Pferde- 
biirla," which means the "horse-farmer." The writer declares that he had en- 
joyed the essay on Celsus and shows a great admiration for the professor's scholar- 
ship ; yet he expresses at the same time regret (and he does it not without fine 
humor), that the learned Professor had not worked his way out to freedom but was 
still under the sway of some unscientific belief. Max Mflller took great pains to an- 
swer his American countryman, and this answer is the most popular and most direct 
exposition of the belief in the atman that can be had. Prof. Max Muller here omits 
all learned by-work and goes directly to the point. At the same time he uncon- 
sciously exposes his weak spots and the untenability of his Brahman belief, for 
while we may believe in an atman of man it is difficult to understand what that 
atman will be in things. We know, for example, that the tree consists of root- 
stem, branches, and foliage, but we have no room for a tree in itself. 
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Prof. Max Mttller had some further correspondence with his admirer in Amer- 
ica, whose real name is Fritz Menzel, of Pittsburgh, Pa., where his temporary ad- 
dress was care of the Monongahela Hotel. 

Prof. Max Mailer's philosophy is philological to the core. Scholars who are 
dealing with words, not with concrete things, are apt to take the word as the 
reality and then treat all the realities which constitute the real thing as mere prop- 
erties of their hypostasation. This reification of abstract nouns, so natural in a 
philologist who exaggerates the significance of words, is the basis of Prof. F. Max 
Mailer's theory of the Self and of things-in-themselves, which is set forth in his 
essay Language and Mind (pages 105-153) ; but, as might have been expected, he 
failed to convince his correspondent, the horse-farmer. 

Prof. Max Mailer wrote a second answer to the " PferdebBrla" under the title 
of "The Reasonableness of Religion," which is a justification of his former posi- 
tion, containing many noteworthy passages and fine thoughts ; but the impartial 
reader will feel that the most important points which the Pennsylvania farmer 
makes remain unanswered. 

All these essays were written in German, and it was desirable that Professor 
Max Mailer's views should be had in English. His widow, accordingly, prepared 
the whole series of essays for publication: (1) The "True History "of Celsus. 
(2) The Horseherd. (3) Concerning the Horseherd. (4) Language and Mind. 
(5) The Reasonableness of Religion. The whole was translated by an American 
admirer of the Professor, Oscar A. Fechter of North Yakima, Wash., U. S. A., 
and edited by J. Estlin Carpenter, the accomplished Pali scholar, an English 
Unitarian minister, well known among Orientalists through his editions of Pali 
texts and among Unitarians as a liberal theologian. Mr. Carpenter naturally sym- 
pathises strongly with Prof. Max Mailer's position. 1 

The book as it lies before us is well edited and well translated, although it is 
very difficult to bring out in English an adequate expression of the Pferdeburla's 
humor. We may add that at the time of its first appearance we corresponded 
with Prof. Max Mailer on the subject and invited him to write an answer to our 
criticism of his atman theory, but he never did. p. c. 

Sectarianism and Religious Persecution in China. A Page in the History of 
Religions. By J. J. M. de Groot. Vol. I. (With three Plates.) Amster- 
dam : Johannes Muller. 1903. 
Professor De Groot, the same who wrote a treatise on the non-existence of 
religious liberty in China, as reviewed in The Monist for April, 1903, page 478, 
here describes in a stately volume of 259 pages the conditions of the sects in China. 

1 We need scarcely mention that the translation "Horseherd " for Pferdebilrla 
is a mistake. The foot-note on the first page of the Preface indicates that Professor 
Carpenter mistook the German word Biirla, which means Bauer, for Bursche ; 
but the Pferdebilrla himself explains the word as " a farmer who uses horses." 



